Via Francigena
Long-trail hikes are gaining popularity, and the Via Francigena,
an ancient pilgrim trail from Canterbury to Rome is not an
exception. Similar, to the Camino de Santiago, the Via Francigena
was a holy medieval pilgrimage road to Rome. It stretches over
1900 km and four European countries. The Council of Europe
awarded the route status of European Cultural Route in 1994.
Due to the length, the variety of terrain, and vast differences
between the infrastructure and services available from country to
country, Via Francigena, is not only beautiful and but also
challenging. Those new to the long-term hiking should opt to do
only a part of the route or choose a more adjusted route like
some of the more known ways leading to Santiago de
Compostela.



Various Via Francigena signposts
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Via Francigena has in store an array of natural, cultural, religious and
historical sites. You can be sure, you will not get bored. Some of the most
prominent sites along the route include:

e The Canterbury Cathedral

e The well-known white cliffs of Dover
e Somme Battlefields from WW1

e Vineyards of Champagne

e Reims Cathedral

e UNESCO-listed Vauban Citadelle — a true military masterpiece (In
Besancon, the last French city before crossing over to Switzerland)

e Lake Geneva in the Alps

e A marvelous wonder of nature — St Bernard’s Pass (only accessible in
summer months)

e Lush region of Tuscany with romantic countryside and historic towns
and villages

e St Peter’s Basilica in Rome



Via Francigena begins at Canterbury
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The well-known white cliffs of Dover
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Somme Battlefields from WW1
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aint Quentin to Laon via Francigena
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on to Reims via Francigena

Voie verte de ['Allette
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Switzerland :

Lake Geneva in the Alps
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A marvelous wonder of nature — St
Bernard’s Pass - via Francigena




Gran San Bernardo to Roma
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Camino packing list — What to bring on the

Camino Camino
de Santiago

Checklist

E:E Hiking Boots/Shoes O

{1 Water Storage

{:E Blister Plasters

¢ i Flip Flops

{""} Zip-off Trousers/Shorts
{1 sun Protection

{71 Light, Long-Sleeved Top

{1 Gloves & Warm Hat

{1 Rain Gear

{71 First Aid Kit



